


Greetings!

Summer is flying past us and a new school year is coming up, and I just
reminded myself that I am already half-way through my year as NCATC
president — time flies when you’re having fun!  But I wanted to thank all
the folks who made our Summer Workshop at Danville Community College,
Virginia, such a success. We had the best attendance so far at a Summer
Workshop and this is all the more remarkable since many of our schools
and institutions are working “Lean.” And you know for many of us that

means doing more with less. Yet we had a great turnout and those who participated indicated that
the experience was all that they hoped for and more. (Wonderful Southern hospitality and down-home
cooking certainly enhanced our participant evaluations.)  

As an update to the membership, the Board and Regional Coordinators have been working on a
strategic plan for our organization and we spent a long but fruitful session in Danville looking at
where and how we want to go in the next decade. You will hear more about this work in the coming
months but we want to reiterate that your input, formal evaluations, informal conversations and com-
munications are taken very seriously and we incorporate your input into our strategic planning
efforts.  

All this year, Craig McAtee, our executive director, has been working hard coordinating our Fall
Conference, which will be hosted by Sinclair Community College in early October. For those of you
who may not be familiar with Sinclair, this institution is nationally recognized for its innovative part-
nerships with business and industry and for its ongoing success in receiving funding support from the
National Science Foundation. We are sure that all who attend this conference will come away with
valuable information, as well as new contacts and networks. Also, since many of you have told us that
industry tours give an added dimension to your learning experience at a conference, you may want to
go to the website and see what we have planned for you at Sinclair. We are confident that you will
not be disappointed. Again, make your plans now and we look forward to seeing you in Dayton.

Regards,Lorna Finch,
Senior Manager, Workforce Initiatives, 
St. Louis Community College
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NCATC President’s Message

NCATC Membership Benefits
• FREE membership in the National

Council of Advanced Manufacturing
(NACFAM) - valued at $5,000 a year

• FREE access to best practices from
most of the top Advanced Technology
Centers (ATC) in the nation

• FREE access to the membership list-
serv where members readily
exchange and  share information and
resources

• FREE access to our information-rich
website

• Discounted registration for our annu-
al national conference and our sum-
mer workshop

• Reduced costs for technical consult-
ing through the Member Assistance
Program (MAP)

• Exclusive discounts for products and
services from our strategic partners,
including: 

Amatrol, Desktop Factory, Festo, 
HAAS Automation, Lab-Volt, 
Lincoln Electric, Materialise, 
NextEngine, Inc., NOCTI, 
Pro-Metal, The Quality Group, 
ToolingU, 3D Rapid Prototyping, 
Solidworks, and Z Corporation

• Recognized external evaluation services
for national grants such as Department
of Labor (DOL), Department of
Transportation (DOT), and the National
Science Foundation (NSF)

• Discounted prices for “Necessary 
Skills Now.” 
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President Advisory Committee (PAC) Chairs
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Mr. Bryan Albrecht (WI) 2008- current

Executive Directors 
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Mr. Rolland Westra (IL) 1999
Dr. Richard C. Hinckley (IL/TX) 2000-2006
Mr. Craig McAtee (OH) 2007- current

O thers
Mr. Walter Edling (OH/TX) 

Founding Colleges/Organizations
Camden County College (NJ)
Gadsden State University (AL)
Itawamba Community College (MS)
Pikes Peak Community College (CO)
South Carolina Advanced Manufacturing Center
Consortium (SC)
Tennessee Valley Authority (TN)
* Denotes current NCATC Members

Board Chair / President 
Mr. Michael Taggert (OH) 1988-89
Mr. Sam Wiggins (NC) 1989-90
Mr. Rolland Westra (IL) 1990-91
Dr. Charles Chrestman (MS) 1991-92
Mr. Charles Ernst (MD) 1992-93
Dr. Richard C. Hinckley (IL/TX) 1993-95
Dr. Tom Holland (MA) 1996
Dr. Thomas Murray (WA) 1997
Ms. Becca Admire (MO) 1998
Dr. Glen Bounds (TX) 1999
Mr. Don Bourassa (HI/WA) 2000
Mr. John R. (Dick) Warner 2001

Executive Director’s Message
ATC Colleagues & Friends, 

First, I want to thank the very hospitable folks at Danville
Community College (VA) for hosting the most successful NCATC
Summer Workshop ever. What a great way to start the summer
this year!

We have also been working very diligently this year to coordi-
nate our 20th Anniversary Fall Conference, hosted by Sinclair
Community College (OH), with a new, member-requested format
of Wednesday to Friday. This year we have added several superb
workshops, breakout sessions, speakers, and college / industry
tours – coupled with a BIG 20th Anniversary Gala on Thursday
night. 

Sinclair is nationally recognized for its innovative partnerships
with business and industry and for its ongoing success in receiv-
ing funding support from the National Science Foundation,
Department of Labor, and others. They are truly one of the pre-
mier advanced technology / manufacturing focused training and
education organizations in the country. All attendees will be
extremely satisfied with what you experience, learn, and take back
from your time in Dayton, Ohio, October 01-03, 2008.

We will also pay homage to NCATC’s founding fathers, col-
leges, and presidents in celebration of our 20 years of advanced
technology collaboration, best practices, and benchmarking. For a
complete list of those individuals and organizations, please refer
to our 2008 Fall Newsletter and/or NCATC Website,
www.NCATC.org.

I look forward to seeing each of you in Dayton this Fall!
Warmest regards,
Craig

Special Recognition continued from page 1

Full Centers:
Pueblo Community College (CO) – December 2007
Virginia Western Community College (VA) – June 2008
Linn State Technical College (MO) – June 2008

Associate Members:
West Virginia Council of Community & Technical College
System (WV) – May 2008
Gulf Coast Community College (FL) – May 2008
Harrisburg Area Community College (PA) – May 2008
St. Cloud Technical College (MN) – June 2008

Full contact information, Web site addresses, and email addresses for
each member is located in the Members section of the NCATC Web site.
If you are interested in joining NCATC, membership applications are avail-
able on the NCATC Web site, www.ncatc.org, under the ÒMember
Benefit/JoinÓ tab.

Welcome New Members
The NCATC Membership Committee is pleased to
announce the addition of these new member 
organizations since the last newsletter was published.
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